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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Overview 

This report has been prepared by Peak Ecology Ltd working with Royal HaskoningHDV on 

behalf of RWE Renewables UK. This report presents the results of Habitat Surveys in East 

Yorkshire associated with the development of the Dogger Bank South offshore wind farms 

(the Projects). 

The habitat survey was undertaken between May and August 2022 by a team of surveyors 

applying the UK Habitats Classification System (Butcher et al 2020). Data has been mapped 

in digital form and is presented here as maps with habitat areas and Target Notes. The area 

surveyed was limited to the area with permitted access at the time of survey. 

In total 1,866.7ha was surveyed and mapped and 373 Target Notes recorded. Of the 

habitats the area was dominated by agricultural land (86.4%), predominantly arable. Other 

key areas included woodland, grassland and arable field margins making up a further 11.8% 

of the area surveyed. Target Notes were largely dominated by trees with bat roost potential. 

Other Target Notes included ponds, evidence of badgers and invasive non-native plants. 

Further habitat survey effort is required in 2023 based on a refined Onshore Cable Corridor. 

The Target Notes highlight potential issues and will inform any ongoing follow-up survey 

work. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Scope of Report 

This Report has been prepared by Peak Ecology Ltd working with Royal HaskoningDHV on 

behalf of RWE Renewables UK. This report presents the results of Habitat Surveys in East 

Yorkshire associated with the development of the Dogger Bank South offshore wind farms 

(the Projects). 

RWE Renewables is developing the Dogger Bank South (DBS) East and DBS West offshore 

wind farms, together referred to as the Projects. The Projects will require an onshore export 

cable to be laid between the landfall location and the onshore grid connection points at 

Creyke Beck, west of Beverley, this area with associated infrastructure is referred to as the 

Onshore Study Area. The route options are being refined; at the time of survey the Onshore 

Study Area comprised several route options, illustrated in Figure 1. The habitat survey 

includes the onshore export cable corridor, possible landfall locations, substation zones and 

a 250m buffer. For the purpose of this interim report the areas are based on those correct on 

the 1st September 2022. 

The habitat survey has been completed for all land parcels within the Onshore Study Area, 

with permitted access, up until the 30th September 2022. 

The purpose of this report is to: 

• Provide the findings of the habitat survey completed; 

• Provide location and details of any key ecological features (Target Notes); 

• Identify the need for any follow-on survey work, and 

• Include any recommendations where appropriate.  

All work follows best practice published by the Chartered Institute of Ecology and 

Environmental Management (CIEEM, 2018) and the British Standards Institution (BSI, 

2013). Details of the survey methodology and associated supporting information are 

provided in Section 2. 

1.2 Onshore Study Area Description 

The Onshore Study Area and surrounding area is largely arable with some pasture. Small 

pockets of broad-leaved woodland are present. At the time of drafting this report, the onshore 

export cable corridor largely avoids built-up areas although some residential gardens and a 

golf course fall within the Onshore Study Area. 

The land is generally low-lying and generally below 10m AOD to the east of Beverley. The 

highest point is to the west of Walkington at approximately 100m AOD. 

The Onshore Study Area intersects various watercourses including the River Hull, the 

Beverley and Barmston Drain, Catfoss Drain and the Holderness Drain as well as numerous 
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minor watercourses and drains/ditches. Approximately 120 ponds fell within the study area, 

these ranged from small field ponds to larger ponds which were often fisheries. 

Figure 1: Onshore Study Area (September 2022)  

 

1.3 Legislation 

In order to support the DCO application an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is 

required within which all potential impacts on biodiversity will need to be taken into 

consideration.  

In practice, this means that potential impacts on designated sites, priority species and habitats 

such as those listed on the UK Post-2010 Biodiversity Framework (formerly the UK 

Biodiversity Action Plan) and species that receive legal direct protection (typically via the 

Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) and/or the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981 (as amended)) are all material planning considerations. 

In relation to European Protected Species, the local authorities and Natural England require 

sufficient information about likely impacts and mitigation or compensatory measures to satisfy 

the three Habitats Directive tests, the most relevant to ecological reports being that which 

relates to the Favourable Conservation Status of the species in question. 

The Environment Act 2021 introduce the concept of Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) put simply 

BNG is a process which considers habitat value before and after a proposed development at 

the planning stage. This enables a quantified change to be calculated as a result of a 

development; current guidance states that there should be a gain in biodiversity value. It is 

anticipated that a 10% gain in biodiversity value will be mandatory for all developments; this 

is expected to be in place in Autumn 2023. 
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The large-scale Mapping Unit was used throughout the survey. This approach is designed 

for landscape scale surveys; minimum areas mapped are 400m2, any habitats smaller than 

this are included as point data. In addition, linear features are only recorded if they are 

greater than 20m long and 5m wide; smaller linear features are included as point data. 

Habitat condition was attributed to each habitat component, where required using the 

appropriate condition assessment for the habitat type as outlined in the Biodiversity Metric 3.1 

Technical Supplement (Natural England, 2021). This enables the data to be compatible with 

a Biodiversity Net Gain calculation should it be required. 

Maps in the field were created both digitally and by hand. Hand drawn maps were then 

digitised using Arc ESRI GIS software; digitised maps were checked and ‘made good’ also 

using the same software. Making good is necessary to ensure that mapping is ‘clipped’ to 

boundaries and that all areas are properly mapped. 

2.2 Limitations 

 Lifespan of Data 

The data included within report is accurate at the time of survey. Habitat use and habitat 

condition can change at any time but it is generally considered unlikely. Whilst crops may 

change seasonally on arable land it is likely to remain as arable, other habitats such as pasture 

and woodland are equally unlikely to change.  

The results and recommendations contained within this report are considered to be valid for 

up to two years from the date of survey, assuming that there are no significant changes to the 

site condition or habitat management within this period. After this period, or should the site 

conditions change, an update may be required in order to inform ecological constraints to 

development proposals and/or to accompany a planning submission.  

 Access 

At the time of survey, access to the Onshore Study Area was limited. The survey teams 

covered all areas of land that could be accessed with the exception of several small isolated 

areas. 

3 RESULTS 

3.1 Habitat Survey 

In total 1,813ha (Appendix C) has been surveyed and mapped (Appendix A). A total of 373 

Target Notes were recorded (Appendix B). The key findings are bulleted below  

• The vast majority of the area surveyed,1,566.7ha (86.4%), is agricultural, including 

improved grassland;  

• Woodland amounted to 99.29ha (5.5%) and is generally dominated by mixed broad-

leaved, although conifer does make up 23.9% of the total woodland area; 
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• Arable Field Margins makes up 64.2ha (3.5%) of the survey area and could qualify as 

a Priority Habitat depending on certain criteria; 

• Grassland of varying types, excluding improved grassland, accounts for 50.4ha (2.8%) 

of the Onshore Survey Area. A very small area of acid grassland (0.08ha) was 

recorded, this is a priority habitat. 

• An area of reedbed, 0.4ha (%) was recorded. 

Of the habitats recorded the following could meet the criteria which would qualify them as 

Priority Habitats  

• Wet woodland; 

• Lowland mixed deciduous woodland; 

• Arable field margins; 

• Ponds; 

• Lowland dry acidic grassland, and 

• Reedbed 

The majority of Target Notes highlighted trees which required assessment because of their 

bat roost potential, 243 trees for Ground Level Tree Assessment (GLTA) were recorded. 

Seventeen ponds were identified of which ten were dry, six held water and one could not be 

accessed. 

Badger setts and evidence of badger such as latrines, hairs and footprints were noted 33 

times. Hares were recorded four times and barn owl on six occasions (one confirmed roost). 

Surveyors returned four records of invasive plants, namely Himalayan balsam Impatiens 

glandulifera, Japanese knotweed Reynoutria japonica and snowberry (x2) Symphoricarpos 

albus. 

Also recorded were six areas considered suitable for reptiles, two hemlock Conium maculatum 

records, and an area of dying wych elm Ulmus glabra. 

4 RECOMMENDATIONS 

Further habitat survey effort is required in order to properly understand the potential impacts 

of the Projects. The survey work should be undertaken between May 2023 and August 2023 

inc. when most plants are in flower and habitats can be properly assessed in order to inform 

the DCO application. 

The Target Notes will be used to inform follow-on specific survey work. As the survey 

progresses in 2023 additional Target Notes should be used to modify the specific survey 

work as appropriate. 
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APPENDIX B: Target Notes 

  





Target Note Target Note 

Bats - GLTA SE 99124 37804 Bats - GLTA SE 99827 39338

Bats - GLTA SE 99251 38405 Bats - GLTA SE 99877 35468

Bats - GLTA SE 99566 39058 Bats - GLTA TA 00179 35024

Bats - GLTA SE 99595 39155 Bats - GLTA TA 00249 35360

Bats - GLTA TA 03889 41730 Bats - GLTA TA 00550 36307

Bats - GLTA TA 03931 42003 Bats - GLTA TA 00564 36266

Bats - GLTA TA 03948 42015 Bats - GLTA TA 00736 35868

Bats - GLTA TA 03962 41742 Bats - GLTA TA 01307 35808

Bats - GLTA TA 04011 41602 Bats - GLTA TA 01326 35778

Bats - GLTA TA 04028 41606 Bats - GLTA TA 01221 35610

Bats - GLTA TA 04032 41619 Bats - GLTA TA 01542 35613

Bats - GLTA TA 04037 41870 Bats - GLTA TA 01343 35156

Bats - GLTA TA 04042 41656 Bats - GLTA SE 99778 34444

Bats - GLTA TA 04051 41638 Bats - GLTA SE 99879 35496

Bats - GLTA TA 04297 42395 Bats - GLTA TA 00607 36052

Bats - GLTA TA 04418 42053 Bats - GLTA TA 00752 35775

Bats - GLTA TA 07144 42939 Bats - GLTA TA 01047 35096

Bats - GLTA TA 07223 42456 Bats - GLTA TA 00255 36007

Bats - GLTA TA 07238 42474 Bats - GLTA TA 00886 34915

Bats - GLTA TA 07431 42544 Bats - GLTA TA 00428 35305

Bats - GLTA TA 07804 42541 Bats - GLTA TA 00438 35041

Bats - GLTA TA 07839 42527 Bats - GLTA TA 01163 35697

Bats - GLTA TA 08234 42155 Bats - GLTA TA 00745 35791

Bats - GLTA TA 13754 52090 Bats - GLTA TA 01252 35572

Bats - GLTA TA 13761 52302 Bats - GLTA TA 01770 35363

Bats - GLTA TA 13767 52091 Bats - GLTA TA 01594 35630

Bats - GLTA TA 13769 52295 Bats - GLTA TA 02411 36376

Bats - GLTA TA 13775 52302 Bats - GLTA TA 00454 34873

Bats - GLTA TA 13780 52092 Bats - GLTA TA 01611 36582

Bats - GLTA TA 13826 52095 Bats - GLTA TA 03910 34699

Bats - GLTA TA 13896 51350 Bats - GLTA TA 04072 34401

Bats - GLTA TA 13967 51422 Bats - GLTA TA 02193 36297

Bats - GLTA TA 13970 51386 Bats - GLTA TA 02147 36474

Bats - GLTA TA 13986 51400 Bats - GLTA TA 01704 35317

Bats - GLTA TA 14272 51885 Bats - GLTA TA 01398 36517

Bats - GLTA TA 14328 51446 Bats - GLTA TA 02709 35356

Bats - GLTA TA 14356 51423 Bats - GLTA TA 02827 35469

Bats - GLTA TA 14360 50919 Bats - GLTA TA 02240 36673

Bats - GLTA TA 14361 51420 Bats - GLTA TA 03284 35150

Bats - GLTA TA 14366 51417 Bats - GLTA TA 04479 34354

Bats - GLTA TA 14370 51410 Bats - GLTA TA 01376 36590

Bats - GLTA TA 14376 51404 Bats - GLTA TA 00834 34957

Bats - GLTA TA 14419 50222 Bats - GLTA TA 00169 39896

Bats - GLTA TA 14424 50203 Bats - GLTA TA 02759 36282

Bats - GLTA SE 99501 39477 Bats - GLTA TA 00175 40630

Bats - GLTA SE 99686 39601 Bats - GLTA TA 00164 40749

Bats - GLTA TA 00948 34935 Bats - GLTA TA 00170 40688

Bats - GLTA TA 00724 35983 Bats - GLTA TA 01403 40895

Bats - GLTA SE 99567 39998 Bats - GLTA TA 01753 41012

Bats - GLTA TA 01255 40907 Bats - GLTA TA 02347 35707

Bats - GLTA TA 07666 41148 Bats - GLTA SE 99385 40070

Bats - GLTA TA 02355 35896 Bats - GLTA TA 01875 35940

Bats - GLTA TA 03308 35333 Bats - GLTA TA 00208 35069

Bats - GLTA TA 07104 40400 Bats - GLTA TA 01798 35657

Bats - GLTA TA 02402 36084 Bats - GLTA TA 00410 36136

Bats - GLTA TA 07403 40452 Bats - GLTA TA 00744 35936

Bats - GLTA TA 02830 36017 Bats - GLTA SE 99998 34814

Bats - GLTA TA 00581 40501 Bats - GLTA TA 01093 35345

Grid Reference Grid Reference





Target Note 

Misc - multiple bird boxes on trees TA 00223 35071

Misc - Rabbit warren TA 01272 41498

Misc - Reed bed, reed bunting TA 04367 42864

Misc - Tawny owl pellet TA 00203 35111

Reptile TA 07106 40391

Reptile TA 05200 42662

Reptile SE 99243 38395

Reptile TA 00114 39059

Reptile TA 04112 42838

Reptile TA 07200 40416

Scrub - too dense to access TA 03679 41432

Species Rich Meadow TA 00180 35586

Terrestrial Invertebrates TA 01460 35525

Water vole TA 07385 41217

Water vole TA 08236 42806

Water vole - wet ditch TA 06591 43384

Woodland TA 01942 34977

Woodland TA 00586 35742

Woodland TA 00245 36574

Woodland TA 13798 51449

Woodland TA 01412 36212

Woodland SE 99981 35431

Woodland TA 00043 35590

Woodland TA 00143 35822

Woodland TA 00088 36315

Grid Reference










