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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Overview 

This report has been prepared by Peak Ecology Ltd on behalf of Royal HaskoningDHV. This 

desk study relates to the Onshore Study Area for the Dogger Bank South Offshore Wind 

Farms (the Projects) (correct as of June 2022).  

This document presents the findings of a desk-based study carried out for the Onshore 

Study Area for the Projects.  

Online sources were checked in June 2022 for environmental information relating to the 

Onshore Study Area and included the Multi-Agency Geographic Information for the 

Countryside (MAGIC) mapping application. Biological records data was acquired from the 

North and East Yorkshire Environmental Data Centre (NEYEDC) for the Onshore Study 

Area plus a 2km buffer for most species, this was extended to 5km for bats. The buffer was 

also extended to 10km when searching for internationally important wildlife sites. 

A total of 1420 species records were received from the NEYEDC incorporating 

approximately 187 species. This report summarises this information and highlights key 

species that are considered to be of interest for the Projects. 

It is anticipated that this report will be updated as the corridor is refined and the programme 

progresses, new data from NEYEDC may be acquired and other data sources may be 

accessed if appropriate. 
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Figure 1: Onshore Study Area (September 2022)  

 

1.3 Legislative context 

 Relevant designated sites definitions 

Special Protection Area (SPA) 

SPAs are strictly protected sites classified in accordance with Article 4 of the EC Birds 

Directive, which came into force in April 1979. They are classified for rare and vulnerable 

birds (as listed on Annex I of the Directive), and for regularly occurring migratory species. 

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 

SSSIs are notified under Section 28 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. Notification is 

a statement of scientific value which does not carry prohibitive powers. However, a SSSI is 

given certain protection against damaging operations, and any such operations should be 

authorised by the designating body. The status also affords a certain amount of planning 

protection, depending on the reasons for designation. 

The Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 made some significant changes to 

SSSI legislation in England and Wales, such that the law was strengthened giving greater 

power to the designating body to enter into management agreements, to refuse consent for 

damaging operations, and to take action where damage is being caused through neglect or 

inappropriate management. Local Authorities and other public institutions now also have a 

statutory duty to further the conservation and enhancement of SSSIs both in carrying out 

their operations, and in exercising their decision-making functions, which includes planning 

decisions. 

N 

 Not to Scale 
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A licence can be obtained which will enable the holder to undertake certain actions which 

otherwise would be an offence; this could include, disturbance of a badger and a sett 

closure.  

METHODOLOGY 

2.1 Desk Study 

Biological records data was requested from the North and East Yorkshire Ecological Data 

Centre (NEYEDC), this included information relating to statutory and non-statutory sites of 

nature conservation, protected, priority and notable species and habitats within the Onshore 

Study Area and the appropriate buffer. Record Centres, such as NEYEDC tend to collate 

records from numerous sources including specialist groups such as bat groups and bird 

groups. If additional data sets, outside of those held by the NEYEDC are identified, these will 

be acquired and presented in any subsequent reporting. 

In addition, the Multi-Agency Geographic Information for the Countryside (MAGIC) website 

was accessed (June 2022) to identify statutory designated sites of international importance 

up to 15km from the Onshore Study Area. 

In producing this report, the desk-based study has been undertaken of the Onshore Study 

Area. Further refinements to the Onshore Study Area will be made as the Projects are further 

developed. Consequently, any additional data that may be identified, in the event that the 

Onshore Study Area is realigned, will be incorporated into final reports and considered in the 

Environmental Statement (ES). 

2.2 Constraints 

The biological records data from NEYEDC is generated from many sources and quality and 

accuracy cannot be guaranteed. This is not a definitive data set and a lack of data in any 

particular area does not necessarily denote an absence of species or habitats. Records tend 

to be concentrated around residential areas, wildlife sites and popular visitor locations. 

The biological records data that has been used to inform this report is up to 20 years old; older 

data is available and has not been included; the data used is considered wholly adequate for 

the purpose of this report. 

 Lifespan of Data 

The biological records data included within this desk study report are generated by third parties 

and accuracy cannot be guaranteed by the authors. The data itself remains valid for any 

subsequent report; however, additional data may become available and would serve to 

compliment the information already generated. It is therefore recommended that any 

additional data is acquired and incorporated into the ES. 
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RESULTS 

3.1 Desk Study 

 Designated Sites 

Table 1 includes a list of statutory designated wildlife sites for nature conservation which lie 

within 2km of the Onshore Study Area, internationally important sites are included when they 

lie within 10km of the Onshore Study Area. Statutory designated sites are included in 

Appendix A, Figure 1. 

Table 1: Statutory designated sites identified during the desk study 

Site Name Description 

SPA 

Greater Wash SPA 
The site is important for both breeding and non-
breeding sea birds and is particularly important for 
species such as red-throated diver and little gull. 

Hornsea Mere SPA 

A large shallow waterbody with associated fen, carr 
woodland and reedswamp of particular value for 
various bird species particularly over-wintering gadwall. 
The site is also important for over-wintering golden eye, 
pochard, shoveller and tufted ducks. The site is also 
important for post-breeding mute swan. 

SSSI 

Burton Bushes SSSI 
Ancient woodland and rich woodland species, 
dominated by oak, mainly Quercus robur, with a well-
developed understorey. 

Bryan Mills Field SSSI 

A fen habitat supporting stands of lesser pond sedge, 
greater tussock-sedge, common reed, reed sweet-
grass, meadowsweet, great willowherb, common 
valerian and blunt-flowered rush. Numerous other 
marsh and fen species are also present. 

Hornsea Mere SSSI 

Important reedswamp, fen and carr woodland habitats 
with a rich aquatic macrophyte assemblage. Over-
wintering birds, including many species of duck and 
breeding gadwall and shoveler. Other bird species that 
use the habitat include breeding reed warbler and 
roosts of starling. 

Leven Canal SSSI 
A good range of emergent and riparian plants with 
extensive beds of common reed and common clubrush  

Pulfin Bog SSSI 

One of the last remnants of a fenland reedswamp 
community in the Hull Valley, valued for its botanical 
interest and the extensive reedbed. Various breeding 
birds including reed bunting and sedge warbler 

River Hull Headwaters SSSI 

Britains most northerly chalk stream. Various tributaries 
which vary in structure and support a range of aquatic 
and emergent species including, stream water-
crowfoot, lesser water parsnip, mares-tail, Canadian 
waterweed, spiked water-milfoil, fennel pondweed, 
curled pondweed, shining pondweed and flat-stalked 
pondweed. Various other plants including a range of 
emergent species and river water-dropwort 

at the northern limit of its distribution. 
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APPENDIX B - SELECTED DESK STUDY DATA MAPS 
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